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The rarity of dislocation of the humerus on to the dorsum of the scapula induces me to publish the following notes Surgery, vol. ii, p. 821), agree in saying that the arm is generally applied closely to the side. This discrepancy between such writers is not likely to be merely an error of observation, but may probably be accounted for by a difference of position of the head of the bone in the cases observed, the displacement being sometimes on to the posterior surface of the glenoid neck (sub-acromial) and sometimes further back on the dorsum of the scapula (subspinous.) In the latter variety, to which both of my cases belonged, the elevation of the elbow must naturally be greater than in the former.
